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Penny the Ostrich Set to Return to Habitat After Successful Surgery 
 
Fort Wayne, IN – The Fort Wayne Zoo successfully performed an amputation on Penny the 
ostrich’s right wing. Penny spent three weeks recovering behind-the-scenes and will return to the 
African Veldt on August 18. 
 
On July 23, a plastic cup blew into her African Veldt habitat and Penny tried to digest it. Penny’s 
Animal Care & Health Teams immediately intervened to remove the item from her esophagus to 
prevent her from completely swallowing the item.” States Dr. Caitlin Hemby, Fort Wayne Zoo 
Associate Veterinarian. After this intervention, and upon further monitoring via medical exams 
and X-rays, it was determined that Penny fractured her wing, and an amputation became 
necessary and was successfully performed on July 30. 
 
Guests may notice a few notable changes to Penny’s appearance: 

• Guests will notice that Penny has a nub where her wing used to be. She has recovered well 
over the weeks, and she is not in pain or bothered by this. 

• Guests may notice that Penny has less or shorter feathers around where her wing used to 
be. This is normal as the veterinary team needed to remove adult feathers in order to 
perform the surgery. Those feathers will grow back. 

• Guests may notice that Penny has an incision where that amputation site was. This area 
will continue to heal. Our Animal Care & Health teams are monitoring the incision sites and 
are pleased with how well it is healing. 

 
“While we hope situations like this never happen, our Animal Care & Health Teams work 
incredibly hard to build trust with animals and do continuous training to ensure that the best 
possible medical care is provided.” Says Rick Schuiteman, Zoo Executive Director & CEO. 
“Situations like this highlight the importance of protecting wildlife from pollutants. Penny was 
incredibly lucky to have the resources readily available to receive the care she needed, but 
unfortunately, not all of our local wildlife has that same advantage. Cleaning up trash is a small 
but incredibly effective way to help all wildlife thrive.” 
 
We are grateful for the hard work of Dr. Bradley Coolman and his team from Northeast Indiana 
Veterinary Emergency & Specialty Hospital for working alongside our team of Animal Care & 
Health experts to efficiently provide Penny with the best possible care during this medical 
procedure.  
 
Photos of the surgery and a video of Penny’s recovery can be found here.  
 
 

# # # 
 
About the Fort Wayne Zoo: The Fort Wayne Zoo is northeast Indiana’s largest tourist attraction, hosting more than 650,000 guests 
annually. The Zoo is home to Red Panda Ridge named #6 in USA Today 10 Best Zoo Exhibits for 2024. In 2021, the Zoo was voted Visit 
Indiana’s “Summer Bucket List Top Attraction” and is consistently named one of the nation’s Top Ten Zoos for Kids by national media 
outlets. 
 
The Zoo is a conservation leader, investing nearly $275,000 annually in local, regional, and international efforts to protect wildlife 
and their habitats. The Zoo cares for more than 1,500 animals and participates in 41 cooperative species survival plan programs 
and 42 taxon advisory groups, which are critical to supporting threatened species. 
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As a self-supporting facility, the Fort Wayne Zoo receives no tax dollars for daily operations, unlike most accredited zoos where those 
dollars fund approximately 40% of their annual operating budgets.  The Zoo's mission is made possible thanks to support derived from 
admissions, memberships, donations, group picnics, special ticketed events, and other visitation-related activities. 


