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It’s a Boy! 

The Fort Wayne Zoo Welcomes Baby Reticulated 
Giraffe 

Fort Wayne, IN – The Fort Wayne Zoo is happy to announce the birth of a male reticulated 
giraffe born the morning of August 10 to 12-year-old giraffe Faye and 16-year-old Ezeji. The 
baby giraffe currently stands 6’ tall and weighs 196 lbs. His name will be unveiled at a later 
date. The Fort Wayne Zoo is now home to a herd of seven reticulated giraffe, five females 
and two males. 

“We are thrilled to see the herd grow by one!” Said Rick Schuiteman, Fort Wayne Zoo 
CEO & Executive Director. “This is the 22nd giraffe born at the Zoo and his Animal Care 
Team, along with his mother Faye, have all been attentive to his care. I am proud of our 
team and share in the excitement of seeing him doing so well.” 

“In his first few days, the calf has spent time with mother, Faye, inside the giraffe barn. 
While the rest of the herd have been curious to meet the little one, introductions will 
happen slowly over the coming weeks,” said Ty Laemmle, Director of Animal Care.  “After 
the introduction period, the next step will be to venture out into the outdoor habitat, 
which usually starts slow as he gains confidence.” 

In the coming weeks, the baby boy may have access to the outdoor habitat but may 
choose to remain in his behind-the-scenes space. Please be patient with the new little 
one as he becomes comfortable with the habitat space and with the other giraffes in our 
care.  

"Every birth contributes to the insurance of the survival of this endangered species. The 
Zoo actively participates in the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) Species Survival 
Plan (SSP), which helps manage a genetically diverse, demographically varied, and 
biologically sound population in professional care to ensure the survival of this species." 
Says Dr. Kami Alvarado, Director of Animal Health & Conservation. “We are pleased with 
how this calf is progressing in his first days of life. He is bright, alert, nursing well, and 
showing all the signs we look for in a healthy newborn giraffe. Our animal care and 
veterinary teams continue to monitor both mom and calf closely. Along with a normal 
neonatal exam, he is currently meeting developmental milestones." 

Alongside the AZA SSP, the Fort Wayne Zoo also partners with the Giraffe Conservation 
Foundation (GCF), an organization researching giraffes and implementing ways to save 
them. Giraffe are extinct in seven African countries, and populations continue to 
plummet due to poaching, habitat destruction, and civil unrest. To learn more about how 
you can support giraffe conservation, visit fwzoo.com 
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Media interviews are not available at this time. Please click here for photos of the calf.  
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About the Fort Wayne Zoo: The Fort Wayne Zoo is northeast Indiana’s largest tourist attraction, hosting more than 650,000 guests 
annually. The Zoo is home to Red Panda Ridge named #6 in USA Today 10 Best Zoo Exhibits for 2024. In 2021, the Zoo was voted Visit 
Indiana’s “Summer Bucket List Top Attraction” and is consistently named one of the nation’s Top Ten Zoos for Kids by national  media 
outlets. 
 

A conservation leader, the Zoo invests annually in local, regional, and international efforts to protect wildlife and their habitats. The 
Zoo cares for more than 1,500 animals and participates in 41 cooperative species survival plan programs and 42 taxon advisory 
groups, which are critical to supporting threatened species. 
 

As a self-supporting facility, the Fort Wayne Zoo receives no tax dollars for daily operations, unlike most accredited zoos where those 
dollars fund approximately 40% of their annual operating budgets.  The Zoo's mission is made possible thanks to support derived from 
admissions, memberships, donations, group picnics, special ticketed events, and other visitation-related activities. 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/aisl4dmo7zslr6ol1oov4/AKJIElF6Ear4tJ9EQHtyBbw?rlkey=j9kfr2dwf2cq1193kvvxjrvii&st=96n79dgv&dl=0

