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Fort Wayne Zoo Mourns the Loss of Harbor Seal, 
Ronan 

 
 

Fort Wayne IN –The Fort Wayne Zoo is mourning the loss of a beloved member of its 
animal family. Ronan, one of the Zoo's harbor seals, and the first of his species to call the 
Fort Wayne Zoo home, passed away on the morning of July 20. 
 
"This morning, Ronan's care team observed that he was unresponsive and in need of 
urgent medical attention," said Dr. Kami Alvarado, Director of Animal Health and 
Conservation at the Fort Wayne Zoo. "The Zoo's Veterinary Team responded immediately 
and provided emergency care, together with the care staff, but were unable to revive 
him." The exact cause of death was not immediately known, and a necropsy with 
histopathology will be performed. At this time, there is no evidence of risk to any of the 
other animals that call Coastal Cove their home. 
 
Ronan arrived at the Fort Wayne Zoo in November 2024, made his public debut in spring 
2025, and quickly became a guest favorite. As the first harbor seal in the Zoo's history, he 
introduced hundreds of thousands of children and families to his species and helped 
inspire a deeper appreciation for marine wildlife and conservation.  
 
“When guests first met Ronan, they instantly fell in love with him," said Rick Schuiteman, 
Executive Director and CEO of Fort Wayne Zoo. "He served as an ambassador for harbor 
seals, creating meaningful connections alongside the California sea lions that 
encouraged curiosity, compassion, conservation – and a lot of smiles as he swam through 
his habitat. Coastal Cove was designed to inspire our guests, and Ronan fulfilled that 
mission every day. His impact on our Zoo, our staff, and our community will be felt for 
years to come."  
 
Ronan’s passing is especially difficult as it comes during National Zoo Keeper Week, a 
time dedicated to recognizing the commitment and passion of animal care professionals. 
While this week is typically one of celebration, it is also a reminder of the deep bonds 
formed between animal care teams and the animals they dedicate their lives to serving. 
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"Today, the entire Fort Wayne Zoo team shares this heartbreak with the animal care 
professionals who cared for Ronan each day," shares Michelle Smurl, Vice President of 
Animal Care and Conservation Education. "Their dedication, expertise, and love for the 
animals in their care are evident in everything they do, and we are deeply grateful for the 
compassion they showed Ronan throughout his life. 
 
We also extend our sincere appreciation to the community for embracing Ronan from 
the moment he arrived. The support and affection shown to him meant so much to the 
Zoo team and helped make him a truly special part of the Fort Wayne Zoo family. 
 
As we grieve this loss, we remain grateful for the opportunity to have cared for Ronan and 
for the joy, connection, and inspiration he brought to so many. 
 

# # # 
 
About the Fort Wayne Zoo: The Fort Wayne Zoo is northeast Indiana’s largest tourist attraction, hosting more than 650,000 guests 
annually. The Zoo is home to Red Panda Ridge, named #6 in USA Today 10 Best Zoo Exhibits for 2024. In 2021, the Zoo was voted Visit 
Indiana’s “Summer Bucket List Top Attraction” and is consistently named one of the nation’s Top Ten Zoos for Kids by national  media 
outlets. 
 
The Zoo is a conservation leader, investing annually in local, regional, and international efforts to protect wildlife and their habitats. 
The Zoo cares for more than 1,500 animals and participates in 41 cooperative species survival plan programs and 42 taxon advisory 
groups, which are critical to supporting threatened species. 
 
As a self-supporting facility, the Fort Wayne Zoo receives no tax dollars for daily operations, unlike most accredited zoos where those 
dollars fund approximately 40% of their annual operating budgets.  The Zoo's mission is made possible thanks to support derived from 
admissions, memberships, donations, group picnics, special ticketed events, and other visitation-related activities. 


