
Learning about animal diets 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grade 4 

Key Words 

 herbivore 

 carnivore 

 omnivore 

 

Standards 

 SCI.4.3.2 

 SCI.4.3.3 

The Zoo Restaurant 

Objectives 

 Students will learn about animal diets while at the zoo, as well as the differences between omnivorous 
animals, carnivorous animals, and herbivorous animals. 

 Students will use information about animal diets to categorize animals.  

 

 

Background information 

 Animals that eat only meat are called carnivores. Due to meat’s high protein levels, carnivorous 
animals generally do not need to eat as much as non-carnivores to obtain an equal amount of protein. 

 Herbivores, or plant-eaters, must spend large portions of their waking hours browsing on bushes and 

trees, eating fruits or seeds, or grazing on grass. 

 Herbivores make use of stored energy inside of plants, but a large amount of plant material must be 

eaten to attain sufficient nutrients. 

 Some predators eat both meat and plants, and are termed omnivores. 
 

 

Procedure 

 After visiting the zoo and learning about the animals on the worksheet, have students complete the 
worksheet. 

 
 

Answer key 

 Lemur – C 

 Leopard – B 

 Kangaroo – A 

 Prairie dog – A 

 Zebra – A 

 Komodo dragon – B 

 Echidna – A 

 

 

Extensions 

 Have students think of other animals that fit into each category. What categories do dogs and 
domesticated cats fall under? 
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